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Welcome

This is the public stakeholder meeting for:

Docket No. QO23090679

In the Matter of

The Dual-Use Solar Energy Pilot Program

This session will focus on the new application 

process.
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Webinar Format

• All attendees will be automatically muted.

• Questions? Please use the Q&A function in Zoom. Attendees 

can post questions and view (but not comment on) questions 

posted by others. 

• We will address clarifying questions at the end of the 

presentation. These will be collected as FAQs and posted to the 

docket. 

• This meeting is being recorded. A copy of the recording and 

slides will be made available on the BPU website: 

https://www.nj.gov/bpu/newsroom/public/.
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Disclaimer

This presentation is provided for informational purposes only and 

should not be taken to represent the views of the New Jersey 

Board of Public Utilities, its Commissioners, or the State of New 

Jersey. Please be aware that any information presented is subject 

to change if there are changes to New Jersey statutes, rules, or 

policies. 

All viewers are responsible for ensuring that they rely only on 

current legal authority regarding the matters covered in the 

presentation.
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Agenda Topics

• Dual-Use Solar Energy Pilot Program overview

• Proceedings and Board Orders

• Solicitation Schedule

• Solicitation Process

• Information on the Application Period 

• Evaluation Criteria

• Application Requirements & Forms

• Adder Calculations & Project Costs

• Portal Application Preview

• Next steps: Award Process

• Resources

• Q&A
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Dual-Use Solar Energy Pilot Program
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The Pilot Program is designed to encourage the development of dual-use solar 

facilities, also known as agrivoltaics, and provide incentives within 

the SuSI Program, which serves as the permanent program for providing solar 

incentives to qualified solar electric generation facilities.

• Dual-Use solar facilities must be sited on unpreserved farmland. Siting on 

"preserved farmland" as defined in N.J.S.A. 54:4-23.3c is prohibited.

• A full list of siting prohibitions can be found in the October 2024 Board Order.

• Facilities cannot be smaller than 500 kW dc capacity in size and cannot exceed 

10 MW (dc) capacity.  

• Program Year 1 capacity target: 65 MW 

• Total Pilot Program capacity: 200 MW

1/9/2026

https://njcleanenergy.com/files/file/Board%20Orders/FY25/10-23-24-8C%20Revised.pdf
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Proceedings and Board Orders
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• On October 23, 2024, the Board established the Dual-Use Solar Energy Pilot Program in 

accordance with the Dual-Use Solar Energy Act of 2021 (P.L. 2021, c. 170, “Dual-Use Act”) signed 

into law on July 9, 2021. 

• January 6, 2025 - Board Staff invited all interested parties to submit Expressions of Interest 

(EOIs) for pre-qualification into the Pilot Program with a deadline of February 14, 2025.

• As of August 26, 2025, Board Staff completed issuing pre-qualification determination letters for 

the Pilot Program’s first round of agrivoltaic project proposals.

• November 21, 2025 - The Board voted to open the first application period of the Pilot Program to 

pre-qualified applicants. The application portal will open on January 14, 2026, and close on 

February 25, 2026. 

• November 21, 2025 - The Board approved a Notice of Adoption (NOA) with proposed substantial 

changes (NOPSCUA) to adopt rule amendments to N.J.A.C. 14:8-1.2 and 11.4 and the new rules 

at N.J.A.C. 14:8-13. 

› Note: the rulemaking is a separate docket, i.e., QX24080597. Refer to the NOA and NOPSCUA for instructions on how to provide 

comments. Board Staff will not be accepting public comment on the rulemaking during this webinar.
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Dual-Use First Solicitation Schedule
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Date Event

Jan 14th, 2026 Application window opens

Feb 25th, 2026, 

11:59:59 PM

Application window closes (last day to 

submit)

Within 180 days from 

the close of the 

application window

Board Order announces projects 

conditionally approved for an award

TBD days after Board 

Order

Registration for conditionally approved 

projects due
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Overview of Solicitation Process
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Deficiency 

remedied

Application period 

opens 1/14/26

Application period closes 

2/25/26 11:59:59 pm EST

Pre-qualified apps submitted 

in online portal

Apps reviewed for 

administrative 

completeness

Deficiency 

not remedied

Project Status 

Changes

Remedy requested within 

10 business days

App moves to 

Technical Review

Administratively 

incomplete

Application REJECTED

No option to resubmit in 

this round

Administratively 

complete

Board Order directs awarded 

projects to submit a registration 

package in DU portal

Staff reviews and 

scores apps

Evaluation 

complete

Project Status – Technical 

Review Complete

Within 180 days of the close of 

applications, Board Order issued 

awarding projects

1/9/2026
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First Application Period
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• Only pre-qualified projects that submitted an Expression of Interest (EOI) and were 

issued a letter of approval are eligible to apply during the First Application Period.

• An application fee of $1,000/MWdc is required. There is an option to waive the fee if 

the applicant demonstrates financial hardship. For more information, see the 

Application Fee Form and the Request to Waive the Application Fee Form located on 

the NJCEP website.

• Among other terms and conditions, all approved projects are subject to minimum 

research and monitoring requirements as laid out in Appendix A of the November 

2025 Board Order.

1/9/2026
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Evaluation Criteria and Weighting (November 

2025 Board Order)
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Application Requirements
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From Pre-Qualification

• Signed Affidavit attesting to the historical 

agricultural or horticultural use of the land prior 

to the installation of a Dual-Use Solar Energy 

Project

• Farmland Assessment Form (FA-1) (copy 

only)

• Certification forms

• Copy of a written lease agreement or other 

legally-binding agreement(s)

• An updated Municipal Tax Map or similar

• For net metered solar facilities, a copy of the 

most recent Utility Bill showing the most recent 

12 months of historic electricity consumption

• Siting waiver (if proposed project is located 

on prohibited land uses)

*New* Requirements

• Completed Forms:

1. Data Collection Form

2. Solar Array Design Plan 

Form (instructions & guidance are 

available)

3. Milestone Reporting Form

4. Permit Form

• A completed Cost Information Sheet (instructions 

& guidance are available)

• Scaled Site Plan signed and sealed by a 

licensed professional engineer

• A soil map of the project site

• Now required: New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection Permit Readiness 

Checklist

• Additional application questions in the portal (see 

checklist for complete list)

1/9/2026
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Data Collection Form
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Solar Array Design Form
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• You will be asked to enter details about the array design for your 

proposed project including the information below and total acreage of 

the array and control areas, percent farmable land, etc.

1/9/2026
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Milestone Reporting Form
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• You will submit either EDC Interconnection or PJM Interconnection form, 

according to your interconnection plans. Example below is EDC form.

Example: EDC Interconnection form above

1/9/2026
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Permit Form
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• Receiving all permits and approvals is not required prior to submitting an 

application.

• A meeting with NJDEP's Office of Permitting and Project Navigation (OPPN) 

is recommended but not required.

• You will be asked to list all permits, approvals, or other authorizations that 

will be needed for the construction and operation of the proposed 

project pursuant to local, state, and federal laws and regulations and note if 

a permit is discretionary.
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Adder Calculations & Project 

Costs

• The “proxy” baseline incentive, or reference value, for CSI-eligible 

projects has been updated to $64.71/MWh (i.e., 90% of the lowest 

Tranche 1 award in the most recent CSI Program solicitation)

• In the Cost Information Sheet, the expenses in the “Incremental 

Costs/Savings” column will be used to determine your adder value. 

Do not double-count costs in the completion of the tables. Each 

proposed expense must be fully justified. 

• New set of FAQs - https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-

questions-pre-application-opening

18
1/9/2026

https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening
https://www.njcleanenergy.com/frequently-asked-questions-pre-application-opening


www.nj.gov/bpu

19

Add additional rows if needed

1/9/2026
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Portal Application Preview
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Next Steps: Award Process

• Selected projects will be announced via Board Order no more than 

180 days following receipt of the application. Projects will receive a 

letter from BPU Staff providing notification of or denial of an award. 

Please note: this letter provides conditional approval only, contingent 

on the project’s submission and completion of a registration 

package.

• Consistent with the SuSI Program's registration process, projects 

will receive final approval only when their registration packages 

have been approved and other terms and conditions, per the Board 

Order, have been met.
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Resources for Application

• NJCEP Dual-Use Pilot Program webpage

› General FAQs

› FAQs for Pre-Application Opening

› Guidance document for Farmers

› Adder Instructions & Guidance

› Solar Array Design Instructions & Guidance

• Rutgers Agrivoltaics Program webpage

• October 2024 and November 2025 Board Orders 

• All resources previously made available for pre-qualification (EOI) 

phase
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Q&A
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1. Please use the raise hand function
2. Limit questions to 1-2 minutes
3. Staff cannot make any statements about the Notice 

of Proposed Substantial Changes Upon Adoption. 
Please refer to Docket No. QX24080597.

https://publicaccess.bpu.state.nj.us/CaseSummary.aspx?case_id=2113192
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Example of Fixed Tilt System 

Dimensions for Reporting Purposes
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Example of Single-Axis Tracker Dimensions for Reporting Purposes
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Example of Vertical BiFacial System Dimensions for Reporting Purposes
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Farming Scenario: Single-Axis Trackers
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Calculation Example
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